
Hi students!  I miss you!  It is not the same without you here in the school building.  I miss not 

seeing you in the halls and your very uplifting greetings and high-fives.  I miss not having you at Mass 

in the morning.  I hope you are all cooperating at home with your families and being extra patient—

above all you must pray without ceasing for those who need our prayers throughout the world.  In the 

order of priority God listens first to the prayers of children, so while you’re still a child—pray, pray, 

pray for us.  Remember Jesus always “placed a child in the midst of the adults” as an example of how 

we should be.   

Below I am writing a few thoughts for you and your family.  I am asking you to share these 

thoughts with your families and to do some of these things together as a family.  I promise you that if 

you do the things listed below your family will become stronger and stronger.  You have my absolute 

word on that!   So, here we go……. 

 

I encourage you to be doing things at home as a family: 

• Pray the rosary together as a family.  Perhaps follow it as it is being livestreamed from 

www.drvc.org or any of the many other sites.  Today the Holy Father said the Rosary at 4PM 

NY/1PM LA/9PM Rome together with the entire world.  Think about that—the whole world 

praying together with the Pope at the same time. 

• Recite the Divine Office / The Liturgy of the Hours, the official prayer of the Church.  You will 

be saying the same prayers as everyone else in the world, so you’re never alone when you pray.  

• Read the readings from Mass on Sunday as a family and talk about what the readings mean.  

You can find them online 

• At night pray the Act of Contrition as a family or by yourself 

• Watch the Mass livestreamed from www.drvc.org or other sites available.  Gather together as a 

family on Sunday for Mass on television. 

• Even though you cannot receive Holy Communion as at Mass, you can make what the Church 

calls a “Spiritual Communion.”  The Lord comes to us in a unique way in these exceptional 

circumstances as he does to those in times of war, occupation or soldiers in the field.  During the 

first centuries of the Church’s history it was illegal to be a Christian and the Sacraments were 

forced underground into the famous catacombs.   

• Read about the lives of the saints.  Most every day in the Catholic calendar is dedicated to a 

saint.  Read together as a family the incredibly inspiring lives of the saints.   

• Make the Stations of the Cross together. 

• Listen for the church bells from your home at 12 noon and say the Angleus prayer along with 

your friends who are listening at home and with people all over the world. 

• Set up a small shrine somewhere in your house.  You have a media-room, you have an exercise 

room, why not a little chapel?  Give God a little real estate! 

• Prepare a daily “prayer list” or litany for any special intentions 

• Use good Catholic websites like my favorite:  www.us.magnificat.net   They are providing a free 

app filled with ideas and prayers for you during these difficult days.   Don’t miss this website!  

• Even better….you can go to www.magnifikid.com/free   This is the best publication for young 

children your age.  It has the Sunday Mass readings with explanations of the difficult words, it 

has Morning and Evening Prayer, suggestions on how to live with the Lord, games, comics and 

activities to help children learn about our Catholic faith and culture.  There is even a page for 

parents with suggestions for family prayers.  Go right now to your parents and tell them you 

want to get this free subscription. 
Keep praying and I will see you very soon.  Until then, know of my love and prayer for you and your family. 
-Father Gordon  
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